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PhD Thesis Project Offer

(valid during the calendar year 2025)

Provisional Title of the Doctoral Thesis

Mediatised Margins: An Ethnographic Inquiry into the Media’s Role in the Lives of Nomadic
and Traditional Communities

Subject area* / Research line

Social Sciences (Anthropology / Sociology/ Political Sciences/ Media and Cultural Studies) ‘

Summary of the Doctoral Thesis (maximum 300 words)

This doctoral project proposes an ethnographic investigation into how traditional and mobile
communities—such as nomadic groups, pastoralists, or artisanal fishing populations—are being
transformed by the expansion of the contemporary media system. The research will explore
how these communities access, interpret, and appropriate media messages, and how their
imaginaries, social relations, and cultural practices are being affected by exposure to national
and global media narratives. The study will also examine the tensions between traditional
forms of knowledge transmission and new digitally-mediated forms of identity and visibility.
Fieldwork location(s) will be selected in dialogue with the doctoral candidate, potentially
including regions in North Africa, the Sahel, Central Asia, or coastal Latin America. The thesis
aims to contribute to debates on media ethnography, cultural resilience, and the right to
communication in marginalised contexts.

Is the development of this thesis associated with the execution of any research project? If so,
provide details of the project (title, funding entity, and execution period)

Academic Profile of the Student (maximum 200 words)

The ideal candidate will have a background in anthropology, media studies, or development
studies, and a strong interest in ethnographic methods and decolonial approaches. Previous
experience in fieldwork or work with rural or traditional communities is highly desirable, along
with sensitivity to cross-cultural research ethics. Fluency in English is required, and proficiency

in additional languages relevant to the field site will be an asset.

Contact: institutional email of the Supervisor

‘gabriel.bayarri@urjc.es ‘

Institutional Website of the Supervisor

‘https://servicios.uric.es/pdi/ver/gabriel.bavarri ‘

*See the Subject Areas at https://www.urjc.es/informacion-practica#foferta-proyectos-de-tesis.
Each project will be included in a single subject area.
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