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PhD Thesis Project Offer
(valid during the calendar year 2025)
Provisional Title of the Doctoral Thesis
Biogeografía Integradora y Cambio Global en Ecosistemas Costeros
Subject area* / Research line
SCIENCE/Natural Resources Conservation

Summary of the Doctoral Thesis (maximum 300 words)
The integration of new approaches and techniques marks the progress of Biogeography. It is necessary to adopt novel approaches combining disciplines to predict the distribution of key marine species under global change and provide solutions for their preservation. Populations of habitat-forming species such as macroalgae and seagrasses are declining in some coasts and/or moving towards suitable habitats. Given the ecological role these species play, investigating how the composition and dynamics of these populations vary across multiple scales is crucial.
The thesis project would be connected to different research lines, such as integrative biogeography, population monitoring, and conservation and restoration actions for marine habitat-forming species. It will integrate different stresses (temperature, desiccation, herbivory, etc.) to micro-, meso- and macro-scale to progress in our ability to characterize and predict the coastal biological dynamics. There is an array of techniques that can be used ranging from species distribution models, spatial analysis, field experiments, to mesocosms experiments. 
The thesis project will be discussed in advance with the potential candidate/s to find the most suitable approach according with the student interests. We could attempt some of the European Union, Comunidad de Madrid, Spanish Ministry, URJC and/or IICG job opportunities. The student will work in collaboration with other URJC researchers and other potential national and international institutions. 

Is the development of this thesis associated with the execution of any research project? If so, provide details of the project (title, funding entity, and execution period)
2024-2029- RC23 - Biogeografia Integradora y Cambio Global en Ecosistemas Costeros.
Financiación Adicional del contrato Ramon y Cajal. Convocatoria 2022. RYC2022-
037993-I. AGENCIA ESTATAL DE INVESTIGACION. PI: Rosa M. Chefaoui. Presupuesto:50.000,00
eu.


Academic Profile of the Student (maximum 200 words)
Students with degrees in Biology, Environmental Sciences, Marine sciences, Engineering of the natural environment, and related fields; with a Master's degree in Ecological Restoration,  Biodiversity Conservation and Ecology, Geographic Information Systems, and related fields.
Contact: institutional email of the Supervisor
rosa.chefaoui@urjc.es

Institutional Website of the Supervisor
https://gestion2.urjc.es/pdi/ver/rosa.chefaoui

*See the Subject Areas at https://www.urjc.es/informacion-practica#oferta-proyectos-de-tesis. Each project will be included in a single subject area.
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