
 

World’s oldest animal 

We all like birthdays. Some people live long enough to have 120 of them. The world's oldest land animal just celebrated 
his 190th birthday. It is a giant turtle called Jonathan. Zoologists think he was born in 1832, but there are no official 
records of it. In fact, some scientists think Jonathan might be ten years older than that. He could be as old as 200. 
Jonathan was born in the Seychelles. He was taken to the British overseas territory of St Helena in 1882. Jonathan was 
born before Britain's Queen Victoria became queen. He was born before the postage stamp, refrigeration, and the gun 
were created. 

Jonathan had a very good birthday. He had a three-day party. Chefs made a special tortoise birthday cake that was full 
of his favourite vegetables: carrots, cucumber, and a lot of peppers. St Helena printed a set of postage stamps to celebrate 
his birthday. Sadly, Jonathan did not get to see any of this because he is blind. He also cannot smell. However, he has 
an excellent sense of hearing, so he could hear "Happy Birthday" being sung by a choir. Jonathan's vet said the giant 
tortoise still has plenty of energy. He also likes to relax in the sun. He said: "On mild days, he will sunbathe – his long 
neck and legs stretched fully out of his shell." 

QUESTIONS 

1. Are the following statements TRUE or FALSE? Copy the evidence from the text. Copy complete 
sentences. No marks are given for only TRUE or FALSE. 
a) The world’s oldest animal is a bird. 
b) Jonathan is around 200 years old. 
c) Jonathan is older than some very important inventions 
d) Jonathan enjoys lying under the sun. 

(Puntuación máxima 4 puntos) 

2. In your own words and based on the ideas in the text, answer the following questions. 
a) Describe Jonathan’s birthday party 
b) How can you describe Jonathan 

(Puntuación máxima 2 puntos) 
 

3. Find the words or phrases in the text that mean: 
a)  persons (paragraph 1) 
b)  huge (paragraph 1) 
c)  documents (paragraph 1) 
d)  celebration (paragraph 2) 
e)  amazing (paragraph 2) 
f) warm (paragraph 2) 

(Puntuación máxima 1,5 puntos) 
 

4. Complete the following sentences. Use the appropriate form of the word in brackets when given. 
a) If I ____________ (have) the opportunity, I _______________ (love) to swim with turtles. 
b) People travel to the Canary Islands (have) the experience of swimming with turtles.  
c) _________you prefer celebrating your birthday ___________ spending it alone? 
d)  I _________ (have) a very big birthday party when I turned 30. It was one the   _____________ (amazing) 

experiences I have ever had 
e)  ___________ Jonathan is very old, _________ health is very good. 

 
(Puntuación máxima 2,5 puntos) 
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